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UTM continues to 
upgrade through 
campus construction 


Mary Wortham 

Guest Writer 

Not only is UTM known for 
being named in the Princeton’s 
review as Best Value Colleges 
of 2013, but UTM is also 
known for having one of the 
most beautiful campuses in the 
Southeast that also continues to 
improve classrooms, technology 
and infrastructure year round for 
its students. 

“The appearance of the campus 
is critical to the recruitment 
of students,” said Nancy 
Yarbrough, the UTM Interim 
Vice Chancellor of Finance and 
Administration. 

“We continually work on 
improving the campus buildings 
and grounds so w r e can offer the 
most attractive and functional 
facilities for the campus 
community. Also, as educational 
programs change, buildings are 
renovated in a more efficient 
and functional manner to 
accommodate these changing 
programs.” 

Yarbrough also says that the 


capital construction takes place 
year round. 

J 

These are the larger renovation 
projects that usually require the 
relocation of building occupants, 
like in the case of Clement 
Hall when Fine Arts was being 
re novate d, Nor mal campu s 
maintenance happens year round 
as well; however, during the 
summer months, intensive work 
takes place in the dorms and 
classrooms since they are not as 
occupied. 

Some of the larger projects 
that have been completed this 
year on campus so far include the 
Fine Arts Building renovation 
that added 60,000 square feet of 
space, the Tennis court upgrades, 
the Rhodes Golf Building and 
the connection of the two chiller 
plants, which will allow greater 
capacity for cooling the campus. 

A new chiller replacement 
project will exchange one of the 
existing 650-ton chillers for an 
800-ton chiller in the north plant 
of the university. 

See Construction, Page 5 


Incirl A Viewpoints..............Pg 2 , 3,4 Features.............Pg 11JZ13 

15IOw News,.. Pg 5,6 ,73 Sports,...........,...Pg 14,15 

Arts & Entertainment.PgP, 10 


Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter 




























































































































December 4, 2013 


spacer 


Page 3 


Yiewpoints _ 

-Editorial- 

The Pacer thanks readers for successful semester 


We have finally come to the 
last print issue of The Pacer 
this semester, and my, has it 
been an eventful academic year 
thus far. 

With news about U.S. 
intervention in Syria, an 
Indian Miss America, a federal 
gove r n me n t s hu td o wn, U TM 1 s 
ROT C pro gram o rigin al ly 
being scheduled for closure and 
a recent hazing controversy, we 
haven't had to search for very 
long to find material to talk 
about. 

And a special thanks goes to 
the writers that were willing to 


step up and say what they had 
to say on Viewpoints. Regulars, 
semi-regulars and even guest 
writers came together and 
shared their thoughts with 
us, leading to discussions that 
continued for weeks past their 
original print dates. 

Speaking of discussions, 
some of you may have noticed 
that, aside from the occasional 
reference to the ROTC, once 
a topic appears on the printed 
section of Viewpoints, it never 
reappears in print. A current 
rule-of-thumb The Pacer is 
currently working with is what 


the editor calls “no sequels. 55 In 
other words, w r e do not dwell 
on a topic for more than one 
print issue, so a topic never 
overstays its welcome, 

But that doesn’t mean you've 
lost your chance to respond to 
what appears in Viewpoints. 
Remember, The Pacer’s online 
Viewpoints section is always 
open for continuations, 
reiterations, agreements, 

disagreements or anything else 
you think others need to know. 

Keep in mind that seeing 
your name printed on a copy 
of The Pacer doesn't guarantee 


that your column is going to 

be read. Online submissions 

are just as valued as printed 

ones, so readers should always 

be open-minded about writing 

for all sections regardless of 

the likelihood of showing up 

in the next print issue. 

When January rolls around 

and students return from the 

break, we hope that you will 

help us confront the issues 

that the vear 2014 is sure to 
■■ 

bring us. Until then, The Pacer 
wishes its readers a happy 
Winter Break, 


-Column- 

A new generation of students may 
bring exciting changes to UTM 


Eric Brand 

Viewpoints Editor 

I can hardly believe that this 
year has less than one month 
left to go. 

I know we sav it every year, 
but I honestly can't believe 
how quickly this year went 
by. Although the fact that I’m 
finally a graduating senior 
might have something to do 
with that. 

IVe been doing this for quite 
a while, so now that I can linally 
see the light at the end of the 
tunnel, it feels less like a crawl 
and more like a mad dash with 
each passing day. 

Of course. I’m not the only 
one on his way out. In fact, 
most of my campus-related 
activities are led by graduating 
seniors. Perhaps now you know 
where Fm headed with this. 

Here is my question: when 
this year's seniors leave in May, 
who in the world is going to 
take our places? We’ve spent 
years getting to know each 
other and gaining each others 


trust, and now that we’ve finally 
gotten settled in, we have one 
year left. Now fraternities, 
sororities, culture clubs, honor 
societies, networking groups 
and even The Pacer has to search 
for students willing to replace 
graduating officers and staff. 

Still though, I appreciate the 
weight that graduation lifts 
from UTM’s shoulders every 
year. It means that UTM has 
the potential to be completely 
different next year. As scary as 
that sounds, think of all the 
groups on campus right now 
that could use a makeover. This 
sudden loss of upperclassmen 
might be exactly what some 
groups need to come back from 
bad leadership. 

And don’t worry about the 
groups that are losing good 
leaders; a ‘good 1 leader has a 
well-prepared and competent 
potential replacement waiting 
to take control Ttat being said, 
I should probably look into 
suggesting a replacement for 
Viewpoints. 

Remember, when w r e leave, 
our mentality is likely to 


[W]hen this 
year’s seniors leave 
in May, who in the 
world is going to 
take our places? 

leave with us. Tien it'll be 
up to the next generation of 
upperclassmen to define the 
UTM social experience. If that 
thought makes you nervous, 
current upperclassmen, at least 
we have another semester to 
pass a little knowledge down. 

Its important that future 
u p pe r cl a ss men u nd e rs tan d th e i r 
groups on both a technical level 
and a fundamental level. And I 
believe it’s up to us to make our 
groups' purposes known before 
we go. 

So, fellow upperclassmen, 1 
hope you remember to form a 
battle plan when w T e return in 
January Let’s leave UTM an 
even better place than when we 
first came ourselves. 


When bad V 


weather 


...Stay tuned 
for closings & 
announcements: 

UTM home page 
www.utm.edu 

Email, Portal, 
UTM Facebook, 
area radio & TV 
stations, such as 
WCMT 101.3, 
WPSD-6, WBBJ-7 
&KFVS-12 



And ot course. 

follow The Pacer 
&WUTM90L3 
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Yiewpoints _ 

-Column- 

Preparation: The key to a desired future 


Malorie Paine_ 

Managing Editor, Print 

A lor of my friends have told 

J 

me lately that they have never 
written a cover letter and don't 
really know how to apply for 
things. 

Because of this, I felt inclined 
to share some of my knowledge 
with the rest of the world, or 
UTM, Now, the first thing 
before you start writing the 
actual letter is to think of your 
strengths. Think of five things 
that you are really good at that 
you think would be applicable 
to a job or grad school. 

Got them? Good. Now, 1 
want you to think about how 
those five strengths apply to 
what vou want to do in the 

v 

future. It may sound hard, but 
it's really simple. Keep those 
five things in mind, and well 
come back to them soon. 

You're probably asking 
yourself what this has to do 

j 

with writing a cover letter. I 
would answer you by saying 
it has almost everything to do 
with it. 

Before I tell you how you 
should go about writing a 
cover letter. Ill tell you why 
they are important. You would 
never want to submit a resume 
without a cover letter. Also, 
cover tetters are vour first 

J 

opportunity to tell a company 
why they should pick you. 
You have to show them, not 
tell them. Sure, they can look 
at your resume and see what 
qualifications you have, but 
a resume tells them nothing 
about the candidate as a 
person. This is what companies 
are looking for in a cover letter. 

They want to see the person 
behind the resume. A cover 
letter can make or break vour 
chances with a company, which 
is why they are so important. 
Now that we know a little 
about why they are important, 



Pacer Photo/A lex Jacobi 


I'll tell you what you should 
include in the cover letter. 

If you are in or have been to 
college, you have educational 
experience. You will want to 
highlight this. You will want 
to let the potential employer 
know that you are qualified 
based on your education. 
This goes beyond just saying 
that you have a degree from 
a university. You want to tell 
them how the classes you've 
taken apply to the position you 
are interested in. 

Fo r e x a mple, if I we re ap ply i ng 


for a News Writing position, I 
could say I've taken a class in 
Advanced News Writing and 
through this course I learned 
how to develop an article from 
multiple sources while digging 
deep into the situation. This is 
applicable to all positions; if 
you are applying for something 
after college, it is most likely 
because you studied in that 
field. Take the buzzwords from 
the job posting and highlight 
your learned skills. 

Now, we'll go back to those 
five strengths. Obviously, in a 


cover letter you need to show 
that you have confidence in 
yourself. To do this, you need 
to highlight your strengths. 
Employers are not looking 
for candidates who lack 
confidence. Not to say that vou 
should have false hope, but you 
need to really search and find 
your true strengths. 

So, now that we’ve covered 
the background, let’s talk about 
how to organize the content 
into a coherent, well-written 
letter of intent, or cover letter. 

1. Address the letter in the 


top left-hand corner. There are 
a couple ways to do this, but if 
you include your name, address 
and contact information on 
top, the date under that and 
then the name, address and 
contact Information of the 
company you are applying to, 
you should be fine. Just make 
sure everything is left-aligned. 

2. Do not use “To whom it 
may concern,” If you don’t 
have a specific name, put “Dear 
hiring committee.” Putting “to 
whom it may concern” is so 
informal and makes you look 
slightly ridiculous. Try to find 
a name, but if you can’t, address 
it to the hiring committee. 

3. In the first paragraph 
intro d u ce you r self an d menti o n 
the position you are interested 
in. 

4. In the next paragraph 
talk about vour education. 

j 

Remember to compare 
buzzwords from the job posting 
to your classroom experiences. 

5. In the third paragraph 
talk about your strengths and 
how you would benefit the 
company. Make sure you don’t 
talk negatively about yourself. 
You want to show them that 
you know you are the person 
they need. If you have any 
relative experience that you 
think would help you in the 
position you are applying for, 
include it In this paragraph 
also. 

6. In the last line, say 
something like "I look forward 
to speaking with you soon. I 
can be contacted bv phone at 
XXX-XXX-XXXX or by email 
at name@addresss.com. 

7. Make sure to “sign" the 
letter. If you are attaching it 
on the computer, then you 
can’t put you actual signature 
but make sure your name is at 
the bottom of the letter with a 
“thank you” or “sincerely.” 
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Yiewpoints _ 

- Column - 

Social Media Manager says goodbye to The Pacer 



Senior Communications major Kara Kid we I and Assistant Professor of Comimiunications 
Dr. Chora Vdn Horn visit Stonehenge during a travel study to London and Pans. | 

Pacer Phofo/Kara Kidwell 


Tomi — 


Kara Kidwell_ 

Social Media Manager 

As I type this at the last minute, 
because Procrastination is my middle 
name and as a journalist I thrive on 
deadlines, I am overwhelmed with a 
sense of relief, sadness, happiness and 
“holy crap, this thing (graduation) is 
actually happening.' 1 

When I hrst transferred here to 
UTM, 1 was unsure of what direction 
I was going to wind up going. I had 
thought about Communications, 
as that’s what my major was when 
I originally started college. I was 
nervous, as I had no idea where my 
classes were located or how to print 
from the library' printer. With some 
time and effort, I eventually figured 
these great mysteries out, aitd so 
much more. 

Over time, 1 got involved on 
campus with various organizations 
and did some things I never thought 
were possible. 1 have had some 
amazing opportunities here on 
campus, from being an exchange 
student in London, working 
in University Relations as their 
intern, to putting together a major 
journalism conference on campus 
and being the inaugural winner of 
the Office of Student Organizations 
Student Leader of the Year award. 
I look back in amazement, and 
sometimes disbelief’ that I was able 
to accomplish these activities, 

I'd like to take a moment to thank 
a few people who have assisted 
me in my journey from the scared 
transfer student 1 came in as, to 
the confident and ready to take on 
the world graduate I have (almost) 
become: 

Andrew Carr— 

Thank you forgetting me through 
my math class. You are going to be a 
fantastic math professor and I wish 
you well, 

University Relations - 

Thank you for an amazing 
internship experience. I will miss 
the Food Days and the office 
camaraderie that we shared. 

The Communications Department— 

Thank you tor being my second 


home and giving me the tools I need 
in order to be successful outside the 
walls of UTM. 

AH the sports teams — 

Thank you for being such a joy to 
cover during my time at The Pacer. 1 
have enjoyed covering various sports 
and watching the maturity and 
growth of various players and teams 
on campus. I wish you the best of 
luck in your future endeavors on and 
off the field. #GoSkybawks! 
Chadashra Van Horn — 

Things have certainly changed in 
the last few years for you, and for the 
better, From London and measuring 
Stonehenge, to being an ear when 
we both needed it, 1 can't thank you 
enough for your friendship. 

Sheila Scott — 

You are going to make one hell of 
an exec next year. Your organization, 
dedication and energy are already 
an asset and they will be that much 
more next year. 

Mary Jean Hall - 
You are an amazing friend and 
I can't thank you enough for your 
friendship. Bonfires,, road trips, 
porch, libations, Gallic, Mango and 


Martini time are all memories I will 
cherish. 

Alary Lynn Williams - 
You, my dear, are going to be 
a fantastic sports reporter. I am 
looking forward to seeing you 
on the sideline in the near future. 
Remember to shut your brights off 
when driving on road trips. 

Bradley Stringfield— 

It has been an interesting year, 
and we work well as a team, even if 
we are picking at each other all the 
time. You are going to make a great 
English teacher in the future. 

Justi. n Glover— 

I’m looking forward to seeing 
you blossom as a writer and taking 
over the sports editor position in the 
future. I’ll be keeping up with you 
online. 

Melanie Young - 

Thank you for steering me in 
the right direction, even though 
we both knew it was going to be 
Communications all along. You are 
a wonderful adviser, and I know you 
will take some more students under 
your wing and guide them to the 
right career path. 


I dorit know where to start and 
I don't think a few sentences are 
going to cut it here. You have been 
an amazing mentor, Mend and 
confidante, and I can’t thank you 
enough. You will always be my 
favorite crazy cat lady, 

Katie and Doug — 

You two are utterly adorbz. Thank 
you for die opportunity in Student 
Organizations and your friendship. 

Dr. Moyer— 

Thank you for pushing me in the 
right direction with PRS5A. 1 hope 
the chapter continues to flourish as 
it has in the last few years. 

Dr. Collard— 

Your interpersonal class has 
taught me so much in the last few 
weeks. Fm hoping to be able to 
impart some of this new knowledge 
into my life. 

Dr Ogg- 

Thank you for believing in me and 
giving me a second chance all those 
semesters ago. 

Dad a nd Debbie — 

Thank you for the opportunity to 
finish my education. I hope I have 


made you proud, I love you both. 

Mom — 

In the classic words of Pink Flovd, 
I "wish you were here." 1 hope I haw 
made you proud as well. I love you 
and miss you. 

Im sure I’ve forgotten a few 
people, and just in case, thank you. 

I’d like to share some advice 
with you, if you’ve made it this 
far in this story. First, get involved 
with an organization on campus. 
There are over 120 of them on 
campus, and there is something 
for everyone. My only regret is 
not getting involved sooner on 
campus. 

Second, step out of your comfort 
zone. Tills is the time to do it. Dye 

J 

your hair funky colors (1 dyed 
mine purple]), take a challenging 
class (Astronomy, FTW!), study 
abroad in a foreign country (I miss 
London!), make new friends and 
challenge yourself as an individual. 
You are stronger than you think 
you are in so many w r ays. 

Next, remember that all the 
stress you are feeling with exams 
and final projects coming up is 
temporary. You will look back in 
a few r weeks and wonder how r you 
got through it in one piece. 

Finally, enjoy your time here. 
Enjoy watching The Price Is Right 
between classes, taking naps at 2 
p.m. and eating cereal tor dinner, 
Adulting is fun sometimes! 

I know 1 have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time here at UTM, 
From working in the press box 
and press row, taking various road 
trips and cheering in the stands at 
various sporting events, to going 
to conferences with groups I was 
involved in and stepping outside 
of my comfort zone, 

1 will miss seeing the trees bloom 
in the spring and the leaves flutter 
to the ground in the fall once I’m 
gone. I won’t miss the late nights 
of studying, doing projects and not 
sleeping, although I will probably 
experience them in another 
capacity once 1 am working. 

Thank you, UTM, It’s been a 
great experience. 
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Construction 

from Cover 


Renovations continue to take place ail over the UTM campus. Here, Gooch Hal will 
receive a new elevator. | Pacer PhofoM/ex Jacobi 


“For the large projects like 
say, the Fine Arts Building 
renovation, that go on, the 
University has to match 25 
percent of the total cost to build 
it. Many times this includes the 
cost of other factors outside 
construction itself as well/ said 
UTM Chancellor Dr, Tom 
Rakes. 

The university also goes 
to great lengths to try and 
get funding from donors to 
help better the educational 
experience for future students. 
H owever, they have a process of 
doing so. 

Rakes savs that in a nutshell, 
graduates are asked when they 
are financially able to possibly 
donate. They don’t just target 
everyone who has graduated 
from UTM, Many times it’s 
many, many years after they’ve 
graduated and have been 
established out in the world. 
And at that, the university only 
asks for what they can possibly 
afford to spare, not some 
outlandish figure like many 
would imagine. 

Projects like the upcoming 
Graham Stadium renovations 
are mostly being funded like 
this, especially since athletics 
aren’t state funded. Thankfully, 
the university has donors and 


self-generated money avenues 
to help complete this project 
in the. future despite minor set¬ 
backs. 

“The football stadium project 
has been scheduled to be started 
at the end of the 2014 football 
season. This allows proper time 
for planning and designing of 
the second floor academic space 
area,” Yarbrough said. 

Other current projects that 
are being worked on by the 
university include, but aren’t 
limited to, a roofing project that 
will replace the roofs on the 
Hall-M o o dv Ad m i nis tra tio n 
Building, Brehm Hall, the EPS 
Building and various window 
and door upgrades across 
campus. UTM is also currently 
starting construction on a major 
elevator upgrade project for the 
campus to provide new elevators 
in the Elam Center, Gooch Hall 
and Clement Hall. 

Many students and faculty on 
campus who use the elevator 
frequently for various reasons 
were concerned with the 
elevator renovation because of 
the inability of using them for 
the remainder of the time it will 
take to finish the project. 

“Tie existing freight elevator 
and passenger elevator in 
Gooch will be totally upgraded,” 


Yarbrough said. 

“We are also adding a new 
passenger elevator directly 
next to the existing passenger 
elevator. We will always keep an 
elevator operational during this 
renovation project.” 

Rakes also added that the 
elevator renovations would help 


aid visitors and possibly future 
donors who are less able to take 
the stairs. 

The following are also in 
the works and are still in the 
designing stages: the football 
stadium renovation, the sorority 
lodge project (four sorority 
lodges will be located off Peach 


Street next to the University 
Courts), tlie bookstore 
relocation and renovation (it 
will be relocated from the 
second floor to the northeast 
corner of the first floor) and the 
Dining Services project that will 
upgrade the dining room areas 
within the University Center. 



UTM sees increase in reported crimes over past three years 


Bradley Stringfleld 

Managing Editor, Online 
Sport Editor 

UTM has been known as one 
of the safest campuses in the 
past. However, over the last three 
vears there has been an increase 

v 

in crime on and around campus. 

Over that time period, Group 
A offenses such as assault, 
burglary, vandalism, theft and 
drug and related crimes have all 
gone up on campus. 

In 2010, there were eight 


recorded assault offenses at 
UTM. However, in 2011, that 
jumped to 22, but fell to 21 in 
2013. 

Over the last three years, 
larceny/theft offenses have been 
the most popular on campus. 

The year with the highest 
total of offenses was 2010, with 
a total of 43 offenses., FI owever, 
in 2011, the amount dropped to 
31, but this year the number has 
increased to 41 total offenses. Of 
these offenses, the most common 
has consistently been theft from 

mf 

university buildings. 


Drug/narcotic offenses have 
also gone up over the past three 
years. There were 15 recorded 
offenses in 2010, but those went 
up to 28 in 2012. 

UTM Department of Public 
Safety Capt. Ray Coleman said 
that most of those offenses are 
marijuana related. 

Of the Group B offenses, the 
most common has been liquor 
law violations. Tie number of 
violations has gone from 26 in 
2010 to 105 in 2013. Coleman 
said there was nothing in 
particular causing the increase 


other than some classes like to 
drink more than others. 

Tie Clery Act combines the 
results from on-campus activity 
with the activity from streets 
surrounding campus. 

Including the additional nearby 
properties that fall under the 
Cierv Act, liquor law violations 
jumped from 55 in2010 to 123 in 
2013. Drug violations, however, 
did not see similar increase with 
only six more violations last year 
than in 2010. 

Other Group A offenses, 
such as sex offenses, gambling, 


prostitution and bribery have not 
been a problem for UTM with 
no reported incidents over the 
past three years. 

For the other UTM campuses, 
there has only been one recorded 
incident in the last three years, 
which was a liquor law violation 
at the Parsons Center in 2011. 

Coleman said that over his 
time at UTM the most common 
offenses have been theft and 
liquor law violations. 
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P.S.E.P.P.’s Clothesline Project sheds light on abuse 



P.S.E.P.P. Count Me In volunteers Keren Miles, Student Health Center counselor, 
and Elizabeth Wright sophomore Social Work major lead students in signing up to 
create a T-shirt for survivors of sexual abuse at the P.S.E.P.P. Count Me in Clothesline 
Project on Nov. 25 and 26. | Photo Credit/Natalie Boyd 


Tony Hudson 

Guest Writer 

Student Health and 
Counseling Services f PS.E.P.P., 
Personal Safety Empowerment 
Partnership Program, Count Me 
In sponsored an activity known 
as the Clothesline Project on 
campus Nov. 25 and 26. 

The activity allowed campus 
and staff to write encouraging 
messages on T-shirts for survivors 
of sexual and domestic abuse. 
T-shirts were hung in Room 112 
of the Boling University Center 
and served as a visual display. 

“It was a very powerful thing to 
see. My eyes were opened to how 
much abuse actually happens. 
The Clothesline Project was a 
great event, and I look forward 
to it for years to come,” senior 
Communications major Jeremy 
Smith said. 

The Clothesline Project started 
in 1990 in Cape Cod, Mass. 
Although it was originally 
created to speak out on violence 
against women, UTM's event 
targets violence against men 
as well. P.S.E.P.P Coordinator 
Natalie Boyd wants to encourage 


students to get involved, because 
sexual and domestic abuse can 
happen to anyone. 

LL Our goal is to unite, not only 
students, but the community 
when it comes to abuse. When 
any type of abuse happens, 


people mainly think of women, 
but this isn't always the case. We 
want males to be aware that thev 

v 

can be abused as well,” Boyd said. 

“If you're not a victim, you 
may know of someone who is. 
Everyone is held accountable 


to speak out and assist in 
prevention. You never know how 
much your words and help can 
change someone's life,” Boyd 
said. 

P.S.E.P.P. members look to 
provide an entry portal for 


students w r ho have been victims 
of domestic, verbal and sexual 
abuse. 

P.S.E.P.P, started on the UTM 
campus in 2009 through a grant 
from the Justice department. This 
year P.S.E.P.P. received a new 
grant, which housed the program 
under the Student Health and 
Counseling Center, SHCS. Tie 
new grant also changed the name 
of the program to Personal Safety 
Empowerment Partnership 
Program, Count Me In. 

In January P.S.E.P.P will 
be hosting an event entitled 
UTM Men Rock. Tils program 
will allow males to speak out 
against domestic and sexual 
abuse through poetry, dance and 
artwork. More information will 
be distributed about the event as 
January approaches. 

Tie Clothesline Project did 
not occur without appreciation. 

“I would also like to thank 
Shannon Deal, who is the project 
director, for all of her support. 
This event would not be possible 
without her involvement. I 
admire her for making sure that 
students are always informed," 
Boyd said. 


Career Services road trip offers free valuable job connections 


Joel Sissman 

Pacer Writer 

In today’s competitively 
driven market, junior and senior 
students are finding it harder 
than ever to find jobs once they 
graduate from college. 

However students who 
are interested in networking 
themselves are invited to take 
part in UT Martins first annual 
Career Services road trip during 
Spring Break, 

Tie road trip will be held 
from the March third to the 
fifth and wall involve either 
or junior and senior students 
traveling to both Memphis and 
Nashville and meeting with 


current UTM Alumni working 
for major companies in the area. 

"Tie concept is to give 
them (students) a jump start 
in introducing them to other 
Alumni so that when they leave 
UT Martin they can become 
more successful In their chosen 
career path,” said Assistant 
Director of Alumni Relations 
and Annual Giving, Andrew 
Hart, who has served as the 
assistant director for three 
years. 

Students will leave UTM 
on Monday morning and 
will visit employers including 
FedEx, AutoZone and Ducks 
Unlimited. After spending the 
night, students w r ill travel to 
Nashville and visit Nashville 


and meet with companies such 
as Gaylord Entertainment, 
Sony and Dollar General. 

“We are in the process of 
securing locations now.... We 
are hoping to set some guest 
speakers to talk to the students 
about the do T s and donts of 
interviewing and how to get 
your name out of there in order 
for a job interview,” said Hart. 

Students that are interested 
can apply through the Alumni 
Affairs office by sending in 
their resume and sending in a 
150 word minimum statement 
of interest on what they think 

J 

they would like to gain from the 
experience. 

“All majors, all juniors and 
seniors can apply. We will be 


selecting 12 to go on the trip, six 
females and six male. Once they 
have applied we will contact 
them for an interview to see 
that they would be a good fit to 
go on the trip.” Hart said. 

The current deadline to 
apply for the trip was Nov. 22, 
however students can apply as 
late as January if they are still 
unsure if they can attend or 
not. Students will also have to 
pay a $25 refundable deposit 
to insure their spot however it 
will be returned on the day of 
the trip. 

“...Its totally free to the 
student. We pay for their 
transportation, hotel room and 
meals.” Hart said. 

While some of the locations 


that will be visited might be 
related to ones major, Hart 
encourages students to go 
for the experience and to use 
the trip as an opportunity to 
increase their networking skills. 

Tt all about networking. Even 
if there is a place that is not of 
interest to a student it (the trip) 
really is gearing towards your 
networking skills and learning 
how to improve those. It's all 
about making the connections.” 

Students with further 
questions are asked to contact 
Andrew Hart, Assistant 
Director of Alumni Relations 
and Annual Giving at ahart2@ 
utm.edu call the Alumni Center 
at 731-881-3611., 
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Cheating and plagiarism often 
lead to suspension from UTM 



Tammy Jo Stanford 

Guest Writer 

With the boom of technology, 
sat dents are finding easier ways 
to plagiarize and cheat on papers, 
exams and standardized tests. 
Unfortunately, some students 
have found creative wavs to 

J 

cheat on exams. 

Whether it is with a cheat 
sheet or by obtaining an old test 
from a classmate, cheating only 
hurts the student. Plagiarism is 
another way that students can 
complete school work quickly, 
but with advances in anti¬ 
plagiarism software such as 
“Safe Assign," taking credit for 
someone s w r ork as your own is 
becoming harder and harder to 
do. 

Joe Henderson, UTM 
Director of Student Conduct, 
said that many students face the 
temptation to cheat. 

“Plagiarism and cheating at 
UT Martin is a problem, but 
fortunately not a huge problem. 
Because of quick and easy access 
to the Internet, cell phones and 
iPads, students are often tempted 
to cheat.The major offense we see 
in the Office of Student Conduct 
is plagiarism. The majority of the 
plagiarism instances that happen 
on campus are committed by 
freshmen,"Henderson said, 

He went on to say that he is 
not sure if freshmen are simply 
unfamiliar with correct ways to 
research information or if they 
may have used the “copy and 
paste 11 practice in high school, 
and now it has continued into 
their college career. 

“Luckily, the vast majority of 
UT Martin students are honest 
and hardworking. If a student is 
feeling the pressure to plagiarize 
because of time constraints, an 
overloaded schedule or simply 
because they do not know 
the proper ways to research 
information, the Writing Lab 
on campus is free and the 


staff is always willing to help,” 
Henderson said. 

After interviewing two UTM 
students who wish to remain 
anonymous, both admitted to 
cheating at some point in their 
college career. Writing answers 
on a hand and w r rist or sneaking 
glances at a partners paper are 
still common ways students 

wf 

cheat, hut the cell phone is the 
next major factor in cheating.The 
easy access and inconspicuous 
ways of hiding the device are 
leading to more students being 
tempted to look up answers. The 
camera phone has also played a 
huge role in cheating and has 
brought about changes in policies 
concerning standardized tests. 
Before, a student could simply 
snap a picture of a test booklet 
and email it to others. Now, the 
strict prohibition of all electronic 
devices during tests has made 
that practice much harder. 

However, if a student is caught 
cheating and plagiarizing, the 
Office of Student Conduct 
will take action. In the instance 
that a professor notifies the 
Student Conduct Office about 
an infraction, Henderson and 


his staff will request a copy of 
the paper or test in question, the 
professor’s syllabus and an outline 
of the plagiarized material (i.e. 
where the information came 
from). 

“If you are called into our 
office, please tell the truth so that 
we can understand what is going 
on. Telling the truth can only 
help you, :! ~H ende rso n said. 

Though every scenario is 
different, if a student is found 
guilty of cheating or plagiarizing, 
that student is often suspended 
for a specific amount of time. 
There is a University Council 
at UTM, which is made up of 
faculty, staff and students who 
meet to discuss the infraction 
and punishment. After a 
probationary period, the snident 
is allowed to return to campus, 
but if they commit another 
offense of cheating or plagiarism, 
then the student will be expelled 
from UTM permanently. 

For questions about policies 
and procedures concerning 
cheating and plagiarism at 
UTM, the Office of Sat dent 
Conduct can be reached at 731 - 
881-7704. 


Graduates encouraged to 
stay optimistic in job search 


Cameron Graham 

.Staff Write r 

Graduating college is a 
bittersweet feeling for many, as 
students escape the challenges 
of strenuous studv onlv to find 

j 

themselves in preparation to 
find a full-time job. It is at least 
fair to state that this can be 
quite troublesome for snidents, 
considering the still questionable 
economic outlook. 

There is hope, however. It 
just involves a little sacrifice, 
and perhaps some progressive 
decisions. One can start by 
ignoring the messages from the 
mass media that sometimes paint 
a gloomy and inaccurate portrait 
for would-be job seekers. 

For example, many graduates 
from UTM complain about 
the lack of jobs there are. Many 
are referring to jobs in the West 
Tennessee area, and they are 
correct about the shortage, to a 
certain extent. Coordinator of the 
UTM Student Success Center 
Candace Goad said that the 
number of jobs in this particular 
area is limited, but traveling 
three hours east to Nashville 
might shed some light on more 
opportunities. 

“People talk about how the 
economy is so bad, hut I just don’t 
fully see it," Goad said. 

While the northwest region 
of Tennessee isn’t as populated 
as the rest of the state, students 
can rest assured that there are a 
growing number of jobs, with 
new needs being recognized. 
However, Goad explains that 
the willingness to relocate to a 
different area could potentially 
open many doors for a future 
career. 

TVe seen many graduating 
students move to Nashville, 
Memphis, St, Louis and 
other surrounding areas for 
e m p loy me nt, ” Goad said. 

A variety of jobs in engineering, 
management and many other 
fields are beginning to sprout and 


are predicted to continually do 
so. Behavioral science majors are 
also increasing in demand, as the 
American population ages and 
becomes more diverse. 

“As the population ages, more 
elderly are requiring assistance, 
which [gives] psychology, 
sociology, nursing and those types 
of majors ... more employment 
opportunities, 11 Goad said. 

While online postings for jobs 
are an obvious place to start 
to look for employment, the 
UTM website offers links for 
career help, and Goad strongly 
encourages students to utilize 
these resources. 

'’Some students don’t know we 
have an entire webpage that helps 
with both career placement and 
job search skills,” Goad said. 

Students are also encouraged to 
avoid being choosy in the pursuit 
of jobs, whether it be during 
school or after graduation. With 
the price of living remaining 
relatively high, the accumulation 
of money must be met. Working 
at a lower wage job does not 
necessarily imply one must stay 
there. In fact, working a less 
skilled job could be an advantage. 

“Employers will like to have 
seen someone who started from 
the bottom and worked their way 
up,” Goad said. 

Doing adequate research and 
branching out of one’s comfort 
zone will increase the possibilities 
for a college graduate.The process 
of graduation and stepping into 
the “real world” is a frightening, 
but necessary step. Remaining 
confident and taking advantage 
of the institutional resources will 
be much more beneficial than 
sitting around and waiting for a 
job to come to you. 

Assistance and guidance can 
be found at the UTM Student 
Success Center webpage under 
the Career Employment and 
Placement Services tab. Job 
postings, interview tips and many 
other useful links are available 
24/7 for every student. 
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Hunting tips: Prepare for duck season 


Tony Hudson 

Gu est Writer 

Ihere are rules and regulations 
for everything in life, and hunting 
season is no different. 

A person cannot fust wake up 
and decide that they want to go 
hunting. First, a hunting license 
needs to be purchased to secure 
his or her eligibility, There are 
different licenses for different 
types of game. Big game licenses 
are comprised of turkey deer, elk 
and bear. Small game licenses 
are for squirrel, rabbit, beaver 
and duck. Youth from ages 6 
to 15, also are allowed to hunt. 
Children should have supervision 
at all times, as well as the proper 
registration. 

Duck hunting is the season now 
upon the area. For duck hunters, 
the following is information to 
be aware of that can serve as a 
reminder. 

Along with the appropriate 
hunting license for the size of 
the game, a federal duck stamp 
and migratory bird permit are 
required. Before shooting, be 
knowledgeable of the duck type, 
duck zone, hunting date and daily 
limit. 

Ducks, coots, mergansers, 
gallinules, Virginia, sora rails and 


common moorhens are the main 
waterfowl found in lennessee. 
Always do research before 
hunting and know the targeted 
animal. A good hunter knows the 
calls, markings and traits of their 
game. 

Reelfoot and Statewide are the 
duck zones in Tennessee. Inside 
the Reelfoot duck zone, ducks, 
coots and mergansers can be 
hunted from Nov. 16 to 17. The 
season opens again from Nov. 30 
to Jan. 26. 

For the statewide duck zone, the 
date for the previously mentioned 
waterfowl goes from Nov. 28 to 
Jan. 26. Two days may not seem 
to affect much, but it is the law, 
and it will always pay to be. eaught 
on the right side rather than the 
wrong. 

ihere is also a daily bag limit 
and possession limit. Always 
know the legal limit for both 
before hunting. 

For more information about 
duck hunting, visit www.tn.gov/ 
twra/waterfowl.html or the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency. 

Decoys, calls and blinds can be 
used to help attract ducks. Decoy 
ducks are designed to bring in 
real ducks. 

When ducks see a flock of 
what seems to be other ducks, 


they Usually cannot resist. Duck 
calls are used to do exactly what 
they are named for: call. Duck 
calls reel in ducks to a hunters 
shooting range so that he or she 
can have an easier shot. 

Blinds can be stationary, while 
some can be mobile. A blind is 
an area or setup made to not be 
noticed by animals and fit in with 
the wilderness. Real and fake 
straw, along with other materials, 
are used in creating a blind, ihere 
are ground, tree, boat and shack 
blinds. Some blinds can be so 
believable that humans may not 
be able to recognize them. 

Dexter Fields, a senior 
management major at U I'M 
said that hunting is an enjoyable 
experience. 

*Tve been hunting since I was 6 
years old, and 1 still enjoy it. Deer 
season is my favorite, but 1 enjoy 
duck season all the same. I love 
hunting in Virginia. You can hunt 
with dogs or a group of people if 
you choose to. Here, you mainly 
have to still hunt and stay in one 
place. Always have appropriate 
clothing if you are going to be 
outside for a while. Don't forget 
to pack plenty of ammunition 
because you will miss, You don't 
want to have to use rocks. Most 
importantly, have tun on a good 
or bad day,” Fields said. 



Junior Mechanical Engineering major Ben Walker and 
guide dog Kayla try to stay warm while duck hunting 
in Biggers, Ark. Walker saw various types of waterfowl 
including shovelers, pintails, mallards and specklebeliy 
geese, during the hunt with BMW Outfitters, which he 
won as a door prize at the World Deer and Turkey expo 
in Birmingham, Ala. | Photo Credit / Ben Walker 


Business Affairs offers fee deferment to help students 


Ashley Marshall 

Pacer Writer 

When financial aid is all used 
up, students can still get help 
from UTM. College tuition is 
expensive and, luckily, students 
have the option of getting 
financial aid and loans from the 
university. 

However, when there s money 
still to be owed, what can 
students do if they cant pay it all 
immediately? Bursar of Business 
Affairs Vickie PfLueger said that 
the tees can be deferred. 

“After financial aid is posted 


to the student’s account, the fees 
that are still owed can be paid 
at a later date. We do, however, 
require some type of down 
payment, no matter which plan 
were offering up front/'Pflueger 
said. 

One option of deferred 

payment is the two-part plan. 

It has always been offered at 

* 

UTM, and this option is where 
the student pays half before the 
confirmation date and the other 
half later. 

“Tire balance after [factoring 
in] financial aid awards and other 
payments is what we expect the 
student to pay out of pocket,” 


Pfiueger said, 

Pfiueger also explained that the 
later date in the past has been 
about 45 days at first unless it’s 
on a weekend or holiday, and the 
school will adjust according to 
that. 

Tliere is also a new payment 
plan that may be offered, and 
Pfiueger explains how the new 
deferment plan will work. 

“Last semester, the university 
was wanting to do a four-part 
payment plan. Of course after all 
the fees, awards, etc, the student 
would only have to pay a fourth 
of the balance and have three 
more payments throughout the 


semesters. It’s much easier,” 
Pfiueger said. 

Some students are on this plan 
right now, and the university is 
going to try and offer It in the 
spring. 

LL WeVe had a lot of students to 
try the “Four Part” and they seem 
to like it," Pfiueger said. 

At the moment, it is not offered 
on Banner for the spring because 
of some technical issues. 

u Were working with our actual 
software vendor for the perfect 
fix and testing, because we 
don’t want to cause the students 
anymore confusion,” Pfiueger 
said. 


L 'We’re going to see how it 
works in the spring so we'll know 
what to do about next vear.'' 

The four-part deferment plan 
is a little bit more work for the 
university, but Pfiueger thinks 
that the purpose is to serve the 
students. 

“Our goal is not to make it 
easier for us, but to make it easier 
for the students," Pfiueger said. 

For more information about 
the deferment plans, go by 
Business Affairs at 116 Hall- 
Moody Administration, 
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Masquerade Theatre presents ‘A Christmas Carol’ 



The Ghost of Christmas Future, played by David Houston, shows Scrooge, played by Brian Johnson, that he will 
die a lonely death if he does not change his ways. 1 Photo Credit/Sheila Scoff 


Tony Hudson_ 

Guest Writer 

Union City’s Masquerade 
Theatre is back at it again. 
This Friday Dec, 6 at 7:30 
p.m., doors will open at 
Capitol Theatre for "A 
Christmas Carol,’ 1 Originally 
written by Charles Dickens, 
the play has been adapted by 
Bob Elderkin, who plays a 
major role in the production. 
Elderkin is the technical 
director, sound board operator 
and is over set, lighting, sound 
design, set construction and 
painting. 

For those who need a 
reminder of the tale, it 
centers around the stingy 
and pessimistic businessman 
Ebenezer Scrooge and 
his transformation from a 
negative person to a positive 
person. Scrooge is visited 
by the Ghost of Christmas 
Past, the Ghost of Christmas 
Present and the Ghost of 
Christmas Future,. which 
reveal things to him about 
himself. 

A handful of UTM alumni, 
staff and students are 
p a r tie! p a ti ng w i th M a s qu e r a d e 
Theatre in putting on this 
classic Christmas tale. 

"This is my 18th play total 
since 2010 and my 12th here 
at Masquerade/ 1 said Brian 
Johnson, who plays Scrooge. 
Johnson is a Psychology 
lecturer for the Department of 
Behavioral Sciences at UTM. 

Johnson said that this role is 
one of the biggest ones he has 
had vet. 

"This is certainly one of 

the biggest roles Tve had in 

terms of total time on stage, 

1 think out of the 47 pages, 

I am on stage for 46 and 

a half. Personally, it's been 
^ ■ 

really challenging but it’s also 
been a thing w r here it’s been 
enjoyable along with that. 
There s so many folks here 
that IVe been in shows with 
before,” Johnson said, 

Barbara Cox, a current 


UTM senior pursuing a 
Bachelors of University 
Studies with an emphasis in 
Landscape Management and 
Food Systems Management, 
plays Fred's Party Guest #1. 

"IVe never been in a play 
before. It’s been on my bucket 
list to be on stage and be in 
a play, 1 had the opportunity 
and I thought,‘Why not?’This 
has been very interesting and 
very unique and Pm loving it. 
If you've ever had this on your 
bucket list, you need to do at 
least one,” Cox said. 

David Houston, a UTM 
alumnus, plays Jacob Mar ley 
and the Ghost of Christmas 
Future. In 2007 when “A 
Christmas Carol” first came 
to Masquerade, Houston also 
played Jacob Mar ley, as well. 
Houston graduated w r ith a 
Bachelors in Communications 
in 1991 and a Masters of 
Education in 2007. He was 
the director of “Arsenic and 


Old Lace,” which took place in 
October, He said that acting is 
less stressful than when he has 
directed in the past. 

"Directing is a little more 
stressful I think. Some people 
may think the acting part is 
stressful, but 1 like the acting 
part. Once you get your lines 
memorized, you’re able to 
get out there and get in your 
character. The directing is a 
little more stressful because 
you’re responsible for a lot 
more and you always see 
things you’d like to change. 
You think it could always get 
better, but at some point you 
let it go. All in all, 1 like the 
acting better/ 1 Houston said. 

Xavier Hinson, who plays 
Tiny Tim, enjoys acting. It’s 
his first time at Masquerade, 
but he has been in other 
performances before, his most 
memorable part being Jack 
in "Jack in the Beanstalk,” 
Hinson loves being in plays 


and encourages other children 
to get involved as well. 

“The play has been fun, and 
1 enjov playing Tiny Tim, ” 
H inson said. 

Other UTM alumni consists 
of director and co-producer 
Linda St. Clair, assistant 
director and co-producer 
Terry Overall, assistant 
director and co-producer 
Jonathan Johnson, backstage 
assistant Brent Hinson, Ghost 
of Christmas Present and 
costume assistant Kristen 
Smith, costume assistant 
Jennie Overall, green room 
monitor Mandy Hinson, 
Gentleman #1 Brent Cooley. 

There are also many UTM 
staff members participating. 
Connie Cochran, who 
plays Mrs. Fezziwig, is an 
Administrative Assistant to 
the Chair of Agriculture, 
Geosciences and Natural 
Resources. Cochran is also 
a UTM alumna w r ith a 


Bachelors in English and is 
currently pursuing a Bachelors 
in Accounting. Laura Foltz, 
who plays Narrator #2, is the 
special assistant to the Vice 
Chancellor of Finance and 
Administration for Strategic 
Initiatives at UTM. 

To support the local West 
Tennessee arts and UTM 
students, faculty and staff 
involved, stop by Capitol 
Theatre at 118 South First 
Street in Union City, 

This play will take place at 
7:30 p.m. on Dec. 6-7, 2 p.m. 
on Dec, 8, 7:30 p.m. on Dec, 
13-14 and 2 p.m. on Dec. 15. 

Tickets are £10 and may 
be purchased at the door 30 
minutes before the play begins 
or ahead of time at: Lanzer 
Printing and Office Supply, 
203 S. First St., Union City, 
731-885-0651. 
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UTM Dance Ensemble 
performs 'Dance Defined’ 



Review: Thor’ hammers its way to success 


Joel Sissman_ 

Staff Writer 

Imagine a world where the 
darkness attempts to drown 
out the light. This is how Thor: 
The Dark World quickly pulls 
viewers into the action as 
they watch the grandfather of 
Thor, Bor, clash with the Dark 
Elves in the cliche battle for 
multiverse’s survival. 

The film is directed by Ihor- 
newcomer Alan Taylor and 
stars Chris Hems'worth, Tom 
Hiddleston and Natalie Port man 
who reprise their roles as Thor, 
Loki and Jane Foster, respectively. 
Other cast members from the 
previous film include Anthony 
Hopkins with Dr. Who’s 
Christopher Eccelston portraying 
the main villain. 

Hie Dark World follows what 
happened after die events in 
The Avengers and continues to 
explore Thors relationship with 
Jane as he must choose between 
facing the responsibilities of his 
actions by uniting the nine realms 
as king or take up his hammer 
and go on a quest tor vengeance. 

Without giving too much 
away to the audience, Thor, at 
first glance* is a typical cliche- 


filled hero film where most of the 
characters’ actions are predictable 
and the hero always triumphs. 
However, what makes this film 
stand out to the audience are 
recurring themes of responsibility 
and revenge. 

For instance* in the beginning 
of the film* the viewer finds Thor 
all but successful in his quest 
to bring peace to the worlds. 
Despite his success* he is tom 
between his duty to become king 
and his desire to be with the one 
he loves. Throughout the film 
die viewer sees him realizing 
die challenges that come with 
his decisions before telling a 
disguised Loki the conclusion he 
has come to. 

Loki also goes through 
a transformation of sorts 
throughout the film. The viewer 
sees him at first being put on 
trial for his crimes he committed 
during the previous two Thor 
and Avengers films. However* 
after the loss of his adopted 
mother, Loki suffers a mental 
breakdown before ultimately 
joining ihor on his own quest 
for redemption of his actions. 

Another recurring element 
is the vengeance that all of the 
main characters display and how 
blinded it can make them be to 


their decisions. Odin, according 
to Thor, is so blinded by his own 
rage and grief that he cannot 
foresee that underestimating an 
opponent could lead many of his 
followers to die. 

That being said* die re are 
some annoying elements that 
take some of the enjoyment 
away from the film. The film 
does seem to drag a little. At 
nearly two hours* the film has 
long scenes where there is no 
dialogue. For example* at the 
beginning of the film* the plot 
takes a while to find its footing. 

Another slightly annoying 
element is the overuse of die 
CGI itself. Several scenes include 
Jane having visions of a possible 
future. While admittedly visually 
impressive* after the second vision, 
they seem somewhat tong and 
ineffective in showing the viewer 
what’s going on. 

Earning nearly $550 million 
after its initial release in early 
November* the film is definitely 
worth the weekend to the 
theaters. Despite some of its 
cliche moments* it redeems itself 
by bringing together themes of 
responsibly and consequences of 
revenge and will definitely have 
audiences smiling at times with 
its typical Marvel wit. 


Ashley Marshall 

Staff Writer 

During Nov. 21-23* UTMs 
Dance Ensemble presented various 
types of dance and the theme was 
called ‘Dance Defined.” It was a 
night of unique dances and sad 
goodbyes on the campus of UTM. 

Tile night started off with an 
introduction by Professor Sarah 
McCormick, assistant professor of 
Visit al and The atre Arts* explai ning 
why this year's show was special. 

“Tonight is a special night* 
because there will be some 
students performing tonight that 
will no longer be dancing with us 
after this year/’McCormick said. 

Tie students mentioned in 
this introduction were Morgan 
Bowker, Leah Graham, Will 
“Kar” Howard* Mackenzie Moore* 
Ashleigh Morrow, Noriyuki 
Suetsugu and Abby Taylor. 

Tie first dance of the night was 
called “Vanity, 11 choreographed by 
senior Fine and Performing Arts 
major Morgan Bowker. She danced 
in the piece with her fellow dance 
ensemble members. Tie emotional 
performance drew audiences in as 
the dancers twirled and leaped to 
“Candlelight” by Imogen Heap. 

Later on in the show, the 
ensemble gave the audience 
some fiery attitude when Leah 
Graham and Ashleigh Morrow, 
both senior Fine and Performing 
Arts majors, joined Bowker on the 
stage to perform a sassy number to 
“Heartburn 1 by Alicia Keys. 

Morrow not only danced 
throughout the show* but she 
also choreographed a piece with 
McCormick. The piece was 
dedicated to McCormick as well 
as to Morrow's grandmother and 
aunt.The piece was called “Cancer 
Never Sleeps,” and the dancers 
almost had the audience in tears. 

Morrow is one of the seniors 
leaving the ensemble to begin 
student teaching next semester. 

"Tt’s bittersweet. I'm happy to be 
graduating. I'm just sad to be leaving 
my friends that I've been dancing 
with for so long*” Morrow said. 

Howard, a senior Criminal 
Justice major who is dancing his last 


semester with the ensemble to focus 
on his studies as his graduation date 
approaches, danced a piece with 
Taylor, a junior Fine and Performing 
Arts major, who is also departing 
from the ensemble. 

Tie piece was called “Heart of the 
Broken, 11 choreographed by Corey 
Smith, a junior Fine and Performing 
Arts major and Morrow. 

Howard also choreographed a 
number with Smith called “Made 
to Love 11 and spoke on his feelings 
about his last time dancing and the 
advice he would give new dancers. 

“Its sad* because I'm leaving my 
friends and family, but this has 
created opportunities for bigger 
and better things. Tie best advice. 
I could give is to keep a level head 
and dance your heart out. Leave it 
all on the floor,” Howard said. 

When it comes to statements 
that need to be said and heard, 
Carly Hill took that idea and 
made her statement heard through 
dance. She choreographed a 
powerful piece speaking out 
against violence and rape called 
“Tie Phoenix.” 

“This was really a powerful 
experience. It meant a lot to show 
something that meant something 
to me,” Hill said. 

Along with other students 
leaving the ensemble, one is also 
leaving the country. Exchange 
student Noriyuki Suetsugu danced 
for the last time at UTM in a “JT 
Breakdown* 11 choreographed by 
Smith with a music mix of Justin 
Timberlake, Chad Hugo and 
Pharrell Williams. 

Three nights of choreography 
and dancing couldn’t just happen 
overnight. When asked what 
preparations were needed to dance 
in the show* Carmen Norfleet, a 
junior Fine and Performing Arts 
major* responded honestly. 

“I prayed and practiced* 11 
Norfleet said. 

The final night was full of tears 
and sad goodbyes. 

Choreographers who also had 
pieces in the show were Megan 
Riley, a senior Fine and Performing 
Arts major and Bria Evans, a 
junior Fine and Performing Arts 
major. 
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Professors eqjoy working, traveling with UTM 


Malorie Paine 

Man a glr\g PmtEditor 

Dr. Daniel Nappo, assistant 
professor of Spanish, and Dr. 
Chara Van Horn, assistant 
professor of Communications, 
hit it off the night they first met 

The two met while celebrating 
a mutual friend s birthday. 

“Our first conversation 
occurred on Dec, 3, 2010. We 
had both gone to [the Opera 
House] for a friend’s birthday," 
Van Horn said. 

Van Horn says she remembers 
the day clearly because she 
had been consumed with her 
dissertation and was finally able 
to relax after turning her final 
draft in only three days prior to 
their first conversation. 

“It’s strange because she started 
[working at UTM] in 2007, and 
I had been working here since 
2003, but we hardly ever crossed 
paths ... even though we are in 
the same college,” Nappo said. 

Nappo was bom in Bay 
City, Mich., and was raised in 
Michigan for most of his life. 
He obtained a Bachelor of Arts 
in English, a Master of Arts in 
Comparative Literature and a 
Ph.D. in Spanish from Michigan 

State University. 

■■ 

"I came to Martin, because I was 
offered the job. I interviewed a few 
other places but they didn’t pan 
out So, I came here," Nappo said. 

Van Horn is an Assistant 
Professor of Communications. 
She obtained her Bachelor of 
Arts in Radio, TV, Film and 
Speech and her Master of Arts 
in Communication from West 
Texas A&M and received her 
Ph.D. in Public Communication 
from Georgia State University. 

“I w r as a grad student when I 
was hired. 1 was still working on 
my dissertation. So, I was hired 
ABD [all but dissertation]. I 
went through the whole process 
of finishing my dissertation. 
Oddly enough, I met him three 


days after and the rest is hi story,” 
Van Horn said. 

Though Van Horn was born in 
Iowa, she has lived in multiple 
places throughout the U.S. 
She first moved to Ohio, then 
to Illinois, then back to Iowa 
and then to New Mexico - all 
before she turned 18. After she 
turned 18, she moved to three 
different places in Texas, then 
moved to Atlanta and now lives 
in Tennessee. Iowa is her home 
state and most of her childhood 
was spent there. 

Tire couple have much in 
common. Tie two both love 
teaching and are very involved 
with students on campus. 

“I serve as an adviser to the 
Spanish club, Sigma Delta Pi, 
which is the Spanish honor 
society, and I coordinate the 
study abroad for all the Spanish 
maj o rs, ” Nap po said. 

Van H orn serves as adviser to 
the UTM College Democrats 
and helps with organizations 
like Tennessee Intercollegiate 
State Legislature. 

“Though I am not an adviser 
for TISL, I give advice. 1 hold 
little sessions for them on 
argumentation and logical 
fallacies. I’m kind of one of those 
people who likes being involved 
with students. I like being 
surrounded by students and 
being involved in what they are 
doing,” Van H orn said. 

Tie pair has their love for 
students very much in common. 
Outside of the classroom, the 
couple enjoys traveling. 

“I have to sav that my favorite 
thing [while at UTM] has been 
going to London and Paris as 
part of the travel study with the 
Department of Communications 
in the spring of 2011. I enjoy 
teaching Argumentation and 
Debate and creating courses; 
I have had a lot of fun with 
students. But, my favorite has 
been going to London and 
Paris," Van Horn said. 


Nappo says his favorite thing 
while at UTM has been sending 
students to Spain, He enjoys 
watching their knowledge of the 
language grow. 

T would say my favorite tiling 
is also related to travel, taking 
students to Spain three different 
times and taking them to Mexico 
three different times. Sending 
students to Spain every summer 
has been gratifying. It’s nice to 
see them come back and speak 
Spanish much more proficiently 
and they have a broader horizon. 
That has been the most satisfying 
thing for me,” Nappo said. 

Tie couple says their favorite 
vacation they’ve taken together 
was their trip to Spain in 2012. 
Tiey spent two weeks traveling 
the country. 

“We went to Madrid and 
Barcelona. Undoubtedly, going 
to Spain together has been our 
favorite trip,” Van Horn said. 

Both Nappo and Van Horn 
have several things they enjoy 
outside of the classroom and 
traveling as well. 

“I like to play guitar and listen 
to music. I like to read almost 
anything and I like to ride my road 
bike.Tic Pacer actually published 
an article about our cycling club, 
last year. I like classical music, 
classic rock, folk music, anything 
really. My number one thing 
is spending time with my son, 
Adrian. He’s not a hobby, but he’s 
my other full-time occupation,” 
Nappo said. 

Van Horn says she enjoys 
similar things as Nappo, but in 
her own way. 

“I listen to music, but not nearly 
as much as him. I read, but I like 
to read fiction. It helps me relax. 
I ride my bike occasionally with 
him. My thing about exercise is, 
I like exercise, but it has to be 
with another person. I like to 
walk with Kyoko Hammond; I 
like to walk with friends. I enjoy 
chatting with my friends. 1 know, 
thats weird to think that I'm a 


Assistant Professor of Spanish Dr. Daniel Nappo and 
Assistant Professor of Communications Dr. Chara Van 
Horn enjoy a trip to Mexico. Both Nappo and Van Horn 
enjoy traveling together. | Photo Credit/Danief Nappo 


Communications professor, and 
I like to talk with people,” Van 
Horn said. 

Though they enjoy their 
hobbies a little differently, they 
do share a passion for the same 
sports team. 

“On our first date, we were 
discussing football. 1 told him I 
liked the Minnesota Vikings and 
he nearly fell off his chair,” Van 
Horn said. 

Nappo says that her 
comment took him by 
complete surprise. He says he 


didn’t suspect that she would 
say she liked the Vikings. 

“It wasn’t because of all the 
drinks I had at the Opera House, 
1 nearly fell out of my chair for 
surprise," NLtppo said. 

Tie couple says they really enjoy 
working together at UTM. Nappo 
says he fully believes sharing a job 
like teaching allows them to have 
a better understanding for each 
other and what they experience 
on a daily basis. 

See Professors, Page 13 
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Since arriving at UTM, Derek Carr has worked to help Ns team win on the field. Now that he has transitioned from the field to the sidelines, he 
is working to help Ns team win in a different way. | Pacer Phofos/Tonya Evans 


Sky hawk returns to UTM sidelines 


Bradley Stringfleld 

Managing Editor, Online 
Sport Editor 

For former HIM quarterback 
Derek Carr, football has been more 
of a blessing than just a game. 

Carr* the McKenzie,, l'enn. 
native and son of Kenny and 
Jackie Carr, started his football 
career in Gleason, playing in 
a pee-wee league where he 
was coached by Jimmy Be lew, 
the uncle of UTMs Assistant 
Athletics Director of Athletic 
training Services, Bart Belew. 

After his early start* Carr went 
on to play at McKenzie Middle 
School and then at McKenzie 
High School. 

Looking back on his time at 
McKenzie, Carr said there was 
one game that stood out more 
than others. 

“Hie fourth round of the 
playoffs my senior year. We 


played Mt. Pleasant at home, and 
it was a close game,” Carr said, 
“They scored and were up, but we 
ended up going up 35-32, and 1 
remember Clint Kee getting an 
interception suid that ended up 
sealing the game for us.... We got 
the victory then went on to state,” 

For many athletes, high school 
will be the highest level of 
competition they are ever a part 
of Coming out of McKenzie, 
Carr was recruited by several 
schools, but said none were as 
serious about him as U1M. 
Ultimately, what helped Carr 
make his decision was UTM’s 
coaching staff. 

T know they say don't go 
somewhere because of the 
coaches, because they come and 
go,” Carr said, “But [head coach 
JasonJ Simpson said that he w r oiild 
probably be here for the time that 
1 would be in school here. He held 
true to that and lies still here and 
he’s built a great program,” 


During his time at UTM, 
Carr became one of the most 
decorated athletes in not only 
school history, but in Ohio Valley 
Conference history. 

Carr left the program holding 
several of the school’s all-time 
records with 69 touchdown 
passes (third in OVC), 8,484 
yards of total offense (fourth in 
OVC), 665 completions (fourth 
in OVC), 8,428 passing yards 
(fourth in OVC) and 1,110 pass 
attempts (fifth in OVC). 

Despite all of his individual 
success, Carr credits his coaches 
and teammates tor helping him 
be as successful as he was during 
his time at UTM. 

“It’s very much a blessing 
because [Simps on J gave me 
the opportunity and he also put 
me in a good offensive system 
to succeed. He surrounded me 
with a hunch of good players. 
... 1 couldn’t have asked for a 
better offensive line and then the 


receivers to go get it,” Carr said. 
“Like 1 said* its just a blessing 
because he made this team so 
good. The players he recruited 
made this place their Notre Dame 
Land their Tennessee.” 

In the classroom, Carr obtained 
his degree in Secondary Math* 
but said he would have loved 
to have been a Civil Engineer 
major. However, with his football 
schedule, he couldn’t take the 
proper classes. 

Following the end of his 
collegiate career, Carr received 
an invitation to the New York 
Giants training camp. 

“That was a great opportunity,” 
Carr said. “1 was up there for 
three days and probably had four 
practices. 1 got to learn a lot of 
football. It was a blessing to get 
to go up there and experience that 
because a lot of people don’t get to." 

In early 2012, Lifter leaving the 
Giants* Carr accepted a position 
as an offensive graduate assistant 


with the Sky hawks and returned 
to help coach the team he left 
only a few months earlier. 

While Carr’s coaching career is 
still in its infancy, he intends on 
making a career of it. His long 
term goal, he said, is to become 
an offensive coordinator. 

“1 don’t see myself as being [head 
coach because of the politics that 
go with itj,” Carr said. “1 might 
change over the years, but 1 feel 
like 1 would be better suited to be 
a coordinator than a head coach.” 

Out of all of the people Carr has 
worked with, he says Simpson has 
been very instrumental in his life, 

“1 had some days, back when 
1 was playing, where 1 wasn’t 
really the best teammate or 1 
made some bad decisions, and he 
just took me under his wing and 
guided me. It was like, Took* 
th is is what you’ve got to be.’ He 
just kind of guided me into that 

See Skyhawk, Page 13 
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New facility helps build new life 



Jeremy Durpo proposed to his high school sweetheart, Susan Douglas, Sunday, 
Nov. 12 at Discovery Park of America. | Photo Credit/Michael Hardin 


Maigan Bradbury 

Guest Writer 

Discovery Park of America is 

known tor its educational aspect, 

but Sunday, Nov. 12, was a very 

special day for Susan Douglas, 

a senior Elementary Education 
■* 

major from Hornbeak, Term,, 
because that day was about love 
and new beginnings tor her, 

Jeremy Durpo, a Titan Tire 
employee from Kenton, Team, 
asked her to be his fiance inside 
the quaint, red-brick, one-room 
schoolhouse at the north end of 
the park. 

W 1 chose Discovery Park, because 
I thought it would be something 
that we and our families wouldn’t 
forget and it would be special,” 
Durpo said. “I also chose the 
schoolhouse because she is about 
to graduate with an education 
degree from UTM, so I figured 
she would appreciate that," 

Douglas, a graduate of Obion 
County Central High School, 
didn't find it fishy that Michael 
Hardin, the photographer that did 
her senior pictures in high school, 
just happened to be at Discovery 
Park at the same time with his 
camera. She said she even had 


a conversation with him before 
Durpo popped the question. 
Hardin followed them to the 
schoolhouse and was able to get a 
picture of him on one knee w r hile 
she sat at the teachers desk in 
front of the classroom. 

11 1 w r as extremely shocked 
and excited when It happened, 
and I actually asked him if he 
was serious," Douglas said, 
laughing. “I couldn't believe it, 
and it meant a lot that he did it 
in the schoolhouse." 

Durpo asked her parents before 
and had the idea planned for about 
three weeks. 

“Once 1 decided on the park, 
everything went pretty quickly/' 
Durpo said. “1 was very nervous 
up until it w r as time to kneel down 
and ask her. After she said yes, I 
felt a lot better because I saw how 
happy she was.” 

The high school sweethearts 
have been together for seven 
years. Douglas said that her 
sister introduced them. The 
couple has not yet set a date 
for the wedding. Douglas did 
consider having the wedding at 
Discovery Park, but she said she 
has always wanted to get married 
in her church back home. 


Professors 

from Page 11 


“I think [working together] has 
a positive effect [on our marriage] 
because when I come home 
grumbling, she knows what is 
going on and understands the type 
of situations that exist and vice- 


versa too. When she comes home 
and she's upset, I can say Tve seen 
this before too, I know how you 
feel.' 1 think if you are a professor 
or you are in academia, the best 
thing you can do is marry someone 


who is also in academia, or many 
someone who is completely out of 
it so that you don’t talk about it at 
all/' Nappo said. 

Van Horn agreed and said that 
teaching presents its challenges that 


others may not fully understand. 

“I think it is a hard profession 
for people who aren’t in it to 
understand, because so much 
of it involves thinking. When 
you are grading a paper, I think 


most people think you can just 
buzz throu gh it, but it takes a lot 
longer,” Van Horn said. 

The couple lias been married 
since June 7 and look forward to 
many happy years together. 


Skyhawk 

from Page 12 


role and basically made me who I 
am today," Carr said. 

During his first season with the 
team as an assistant, the Sky hawks 
have recorded a 7-4 record with 


one game left this season. Hie 
team ranks third in total offense, 
passing offense and passing 
efficiency so far this season. 

Some people see athletes and 


think that academics are an 
afterthought, However, for Carr, 
this isn’t the case. 

Kelsey, Carr’s sister, is currently 
a UTM student as well. She is 


working on her prerequisites for 
pharmacy school. 

Carr said that while students need 
to enjoy their time in school, they 
don’t need to forget why they’re there. 


“Enjoy your college experience," 
Carr said. “Do not let a day go 
by that you do not embrace the 
blessings given to you and the 
ability to further vour education.” 

tf j 
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DISCOUNT! 


-JJ Jt 

ALL DAY 


Cardinal 

EVERY DAY! 


liquor 

| | BEER - WINE - SPIRITS | 

—-- m - 


Largest import selection in town! 

18 -door cooler to supply 
all your party needs 


Directions: 

45E South toward South Fulton, 
turn left towards Purchase 
Parkway, take Exit 1 on Purchase 
Parkway, go right off the exit. 


Hours: 

Moru-Thurs. 8 a.m, - 10 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat 8 a.m. - 12 a.m, 

207 Nolan Avenue 
Fulton, Ky. 
270-472-0096 

Please drink responsibly. 


Vincent Boot & Shoe and The Working Man 



10% off with student ID 176 University Plaza, Martin 731-588-2865 
Mnvw.theworkingmanstare.com Hours: Mon.- Sat. 10-6 


Schedule from 12/4 - 1/6 

Women’s Basketball @ Samrord 12/4 
Men’s Basketball @ Alabama 12/4 
Men’s Basketball vs. Northern Kentucky 12/7 
Women’s Basketball @ Illinois State 12/8 
Men’s Basketball @ Presbyterian 12/16 
Women’s Basketball @ Ohio State 12/17 
Men’s Basketball @ Arkansas 12/19 
Women’s Basketbal % Illinois 12/21 
Men’s Basketball Southeast Louisiana 12/21 
Women’s Basketball @ Southern Illinois 12/23 
Women’s Basketball @ Florida State 12/28 
Women’s Basketball @ Jacksonville State 12/30 
Men’s Basketball @ Jacksonville State 12/30 
Men’s Basketball @ Austin Peay 1/2 
Women’s Basketball @ Murray State 1/4 
Men’s Basketball @ Murray State 1/5 
Women's Basketball © Austin Peay 1/6 


The Pacer Player of the Week 

• Led his team to 
a 95-82 victory 
over Bethel 

• Led the game 
with 26 points 

• Recorded 11 
total rebounds, 
all defensive 

• He was also 10- 
of-13 from free 
throw line 

Photo Credit/Sports information 



Myles Taylor 
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Teamwork comes first for UTM soccer player 


Youlanda Allen 

Guest Writer 

Abi Sanvee, a senior Health 
and Human Performance major 
from Memphis, chose to attend 
UTM because she wanted to be 
a part of an excellent team. 

Sanvee said she had 
scholarship offers from other 
schools, but she was looking 
for something different. One 
big influence that UTM had on 
her was that they had just won 
a championship the year prior, 
and she wanted to be involved 
with a team that worked hard at 
being successful. 

“Abi is very talented. ... [She] 
has played a big part in the 
teams success. She has proven 
on and off the field to be liked 
by her peers and coaches, 11 
said UTM head coach Phil 
McNamera. 

Me Nam era also said that 



Photo Credit/Sporte Information 


Sanvee has enjoyed a very good 
career with the Skvhawks. 

j 

This statement is backed up 
by double-figure wins each 
year, two back-to-back NCAA 
Tournament appearances and 
four consecutive Ohio Valley 


Conference titles. 

This season, Sanvee led the 
team with five goals this season, 
four of which were game- 
winning shots. 

“Each game we won off of the 
game-winning goals was a team 
effort. ... 1 was just in the right 
place at the right time, 11 Sanvee 
said. 

Born in Liberia, Sanvee moved 
to the United States with her 
mother at age 7. She grew up in 
Memphis and graduated from 
Evangelical Christian School in 
2010. She says her favorite high 
school experience was winning 
regionals and going to state. 

Although she loved soccer, 
Sanvee also played basketball 
in high school. She says her 
mom put her in sports to keep 
her busy. She started playing 
competitive soccer at age 10, 
Her 5-year-old sister, Lia, will 
begin playing soon. 


Sanvee says that practice 
is sometimes monotonous, 
but you have to focus on your 
love for the game. She says 
that balance is a big challenge 
because you must stay focused 
as a team by making sure each 
member eats a balanced meal, 
doesn't drink, doesn’t go to 
parties and puts school first. 

She says their coach even 
brought in a nutritionist to be 
better able to help them stay 
healthy and fit and make sure 
they eat balanced meals and 
load up on carbohydrates. 

Sanvee says that her schedule 

is so busy that she doesn’t have 

* 

time for any organizations 
outside of her church, Central 
Baptist Crash Ministries. 

Despite a hectic schedule, 
McNamera plans activities for 
the team, such as camps and 
visits to sire Iters to keep them 
in touch with the community. 


During the school break, she 

Intends to play intramural 

basketball with two other 

teammates when soccer season 

ends. She also says she doesn't 

get to go home often during 

season, but her family comes to 

■< 

all of her home games. 

Sanvee s hobbies include 
reading old classics, crocheting, 
collecting old cartoons and 
basketball occasionally. After 
graduation, she plans on 
getting into nursing school 
and studying to be a RN; she is 
currently majoring in nursing. 

“I believe that being a part 
of UTM s soccer team and 
being pushed and driven by 
the coaching staff Is going to 
translate [toj how I perform in 
my career later," Sanvee said. 

She says her advice to other 
student athletes is to make the 
most of their time and bond 
with their teammates. 


UTM volleyball draws player to university 


Tony Hudson 

Guest Writer 

Amanda Craskis a sophomore 
Education major from 
Louisville, Ky., who became 
an Education major because of 
her desire to help children. She 
would love to see children learn 
a5 a result of her teaching. 

Crask is also a member of 
the Student Athlete Activities 
Co m mitte e (SAAC). When 
she’s not in the classroom or 
helping her organization, she 
is on the volleyball court for 

UTM. 

“1 started playing volleyball 
in second grade when my mom 
coached me, but 1 didn't start 
playing competitive volleyball 
until fourth grade and I've been 


playing ever since,” said Crask. 

Crask has been playing 
volleyball for most ofher life. Her 
biggest accomplishment thus 
far was winning the Kentucky 
High School Sports Athletic 
Association (KHSSAA) State 
Championship two out of four 
years. Besides her love for the 
game, her coach played a major 
role in her decision to attend 
here. 

" U kirn ately volleyball 

brought me to UTM, but 
Coach McClure also was a big 
part of why 1 chose this school. 
He's a pretty funny guy and I 
like the way he coaches us,” said 
Crask. 

Crask doesn’t have a hobby, 
but loves to shop and wishes she 
had the money to do it. After 
graduation, Crask plans to 


move back home to Louisville. 
She doesn’t have a job that she 
would like to start, but she does 
know that she w r ants to travel to 
Europe. 

"Besides the culture and 
shopping in Europe, 1 have 
some relatives in Italy that 1 
would love to meet one day," 
said Crask. 

Crask likes to live with no 
regrets. 

"1 always tell myself to have 
no regrets, no matter what 
happens. 1 think 1 can learn 
something [inj any situation, 
[so] I try to never regret 
anything,’’ said Crask. 

So far, Crash’s favorite UTM 
memories are the home games. 
She loves seeing everyone come 
out and support the team, and 
she believes that she plays better 



Photo C re oil/Sports Information 


when there is a big crowd. 

Crask is only a sophomore 
here, but she has learned many 


lessons. Of the lessons learned, 
appreciation is the biggest. 

“College has taught me how 
to manage money. ... 1 never 
paid bills before 1 came here, 
and it’s nice to know how to 
do it now before 1 get a job and 
start my life beyond school, 1 
am very thankful for this lesson. 
Seeing bigger schools, 1 am 
appreciative of the smaller class 
sizes we have. It would be a lot 
more difficult to learn if 1 was 
in a huge lecture hall with tons 
of students in my class. 1 hope 
that my peers value this as well,” 
said Crask, 

“I wouldn't change being a 
student athlete, but 1 think it 
would be interesting to see what 
the average college student s life 
is like. 
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